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Inclusive Art Project by Children with Special Needs and Artists 

 

Artist Ryf Zaini with Rainbow Centre students Natasha Ellyyana Binte Hirwan and Sherman Jian Shouyi. 

 

70 Rainbow Centre students and 74 artists have come together to create unique artworks on 55 child-sized Louis 

chairs. You can view them from 1-15 December 2016, 10.00am to 10.00pm daily at ION Orchard (level 3). Over 

the 2 weeks, there will be 15 chairs on rotational display. Members of the public are invited to visit the exhibition 

and post photos with their favourite chair on social media, hashtag #rainbowchairity. All chairs will be available for 

viewing and pledging on the website www.rainbowchairity.sg. Donors can pledge $8,000 and above for a chair of 

their choice, which will be theirs to own. Donors can also donate other amounts through the same campaign 

website.  

In addition, a by-invitation launch event will be held on 8 December 2016 to auction 2 exclusive chairs, each 

painted solely by a talented Rainbow Centre student. An online auction on the campaign website is opened for 

the specially selected student-decorated chairs and the starting bid is from $20,000. Donors who participate in the 

online auction will be invited to this launch event to finalise their bid in a silent auction. 

Ms Ho Ching said, “I am heartened that Rainbow Centre continues to make a difference to children with special 

needs. This has been possible with the love and support of teachers, parents, school administrators and the 

Government, as well as people from all walks of life. Together, we give meaning to the building of an inclusive 

society in Singapore, for all our children. I do hope members of the public will support generously to give each of 

these Rainbow Chairity chairs a loving home.” 

http://www.rainbowchairity.sg/


A meet-and-greet will be held on 10 December 2016. Rainbow Centre student Noah Tan will be doing live 

painting. For more information about Noah, please see Appendix A.  

Rainbow Chairity is an inclusive partnership from concept creation to decorating, painting and putting on the 

finishing touches. This creative exploration and exchange allows artist and student to take a step into each other’s 

world. The final art pieces exemplify the dream of greater empowerment and inclusion for children with special 

needs. The students from Rainbow Centre include children with autism, epilepsy, intellectual disability, visual and 

hearing impairment and global development delay. Among the artists are TV celebrity veteran Aziza Ali; 

prominent lawyer and founding member of RHT Law Taylor Wessing, Amita Dutt; 2013 President’s Young Talents 

Award recipient Ryf Zaini, and School of the Arts Senior Teacher Lee Lim Chyn.  

This initiative is held to raise awareness about Rainbow Centre students and their talents and to raise funds for 

Rainbow Centre’s new extension wing at the Margaret Drive campus.  

Ms Tan Sze Wee, Executive Director of Rainbow Centre Singapore said, “Rainbow Centre’s goal is to provide 

opportunities for children and youths with special needs to enable them to reach their full potential. Through 

education and capability building, we build communities that support and improve the quality of life of our students 

and their families. We are currently operating at full capacity at our 2 campuses in Margaret Drive and Yishun 

Park serving about 1,200 students in total. With the extension wing, we will be able to serve more children with 

special needs and their families, and provide a better education environment for our existing students.”  

When completed in the second half of 2017, the purpose-built facility will serve 350 children aged 6 years and 

below in early intervention, 130 more students aged 7-18 years in the school programmes, and a new Special 

Student Care Centre for 50 students. It will also house a training academy to train social service professionals, 

parents, caregivers and volunteers.  

The building project is estimated to cost a total of $17 million, with co-funding from the Government. Rainbow 

Centre needs to raise about $6.5 million towards the project. To date, we have raised more than $5.5 million (with 

Care & Share matching). Through Rainbow Chairity, we aim to raise $600,000.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A – Our Student Artists 

 

Noah Tan 

15 years old 

Senior Special Education Programme at Rainbow Centre Margaret Drive School  

 

Noah is adept at matching colours and creating vibrant artwork that brings cheer, hope and light to the audience. 

Inspired by his holiday to Japan, Noah recreated his memories in several paintings. His piece Fuji-Q Highland 

was one of the winners in The Very Special Arts (VSA) International Art Competition 2014. It was subsequently 

showcased at the US Department of Education in Washington DC. The same year, his artwork The Face was 

awarded a Certificate of Recognition (Special Mention) in the Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) Art Exhibition 2014. 

Most recently, Noah won third prize in the Youth Category for VSA’s 14th Annual Art Competition in August 2016.  

As one of his first winning art piece, The Face has a special place in Noah’s heart. He has painted another 

version of it on the chair specially for Rainbow Chairity. In this artwork, he explores with shapes and his favourite 

colours. His first time using fabric paint, this piece took Noah a month to complete, working on it for many hours 

each day. This piece will be finished by Ms Ho Ching during the Rainbow Chairity launch event on 8 December 

2016.  

 

Heart of Freedom 
by Danial Isaac 
16 years old 
Senior Special Education Programme at Rainbow Centre Yishun Park School  
 

A member of the school’s Talent Development Programme, Danial develops his art style and skills using different 

mediums, in particular shading with charcoal and markers. He is especially interested in line drawings and 

portraiture and has created numerous works for exhibitions and art competitions. 

Danial painted this chair as a representation of his journey as well as his mother’s love and sacrifice.  

 

The orange sunset is a remembrance of Danial’s best childhood moments; of him staring into the sunset with its 

glowing magenta, crimson red and warm yellow. It depicts Danial’s growing years and the challenges he had to 

face every day. The gold chair frame alludes to how a mother’s love can never be bought with any gold or wealth. 

A mother’s love is pure, simple and everlasting. The heart on the seat represents Danial, watched over by his 

mother as represented by the eye on the backrest. The wings tell the story of freedom and flying to happiness; its 

flapping motion illustrates the happiness and sadness of Danial’s life.  

 

On the rear of the chair are song lyrics, composed by Danial’s grandfather in memory of his own father. Danial is 

greatly impacted and inspired by his grandfather, who has taught him many life lessons. 

 


